Ensuring appropriate use of blood transfusion in anaemia.
Recent concerns over the blood transfusion service have highlighted the importance of ensuring that transfusion practice is safe and effective. One area of concern is the inappropriate use of red cell transfusions in patients presenting with anaemia, which unnecessarily exposes patients to transfusion risks and fails to address the underlying cause of the condition. This article reports on the development of an algorithm to help clinicians make decisions on the use of red cell transfusion.